(OMNIA
(CLASSICAL
SCHOOL

EST. 2023

OmNIA CLASSICAL SCHOOL

Parent and Student Handbook
2023-2024

Our Vision

Omnia Classical School exists to assist parents and the covenant community in glorifying God
by imparting the heart and mind of Christ to our students, teaching each child by classical means
to pursue God's truth, beauty, and goodness by the application of Scripture to every facet of life.
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Section 1: General Philosophy and Purpose

1.1 Statement of Faith

This statement of faith contains the foundational and non-negotiable biblical doctrines
that guide the ministry of Omnia Classical School (OCS). These primary doctrines define the
perspective from which all classes are taught, relationships are conducted, and discipline is
administered. These vitals of Christian religion are, therefore, the predominant tools used in the
hiring of faculty and administration. Issues not discussed in this statement of faith will not be
emphasized within the educational bounds of the school. Many such issues are important, and
they may arise upon occasion within the curriculum or classroom, but OCS recognizes that
Christians are at liberty to reach different conclusions regarding them. The school’s recognition
that Christians disagree on these topics, however, should not be interpreted to mean that the
school believes that there are no right answers to questions regarding these issues. Issues not
settled by this statement of faith will ultimately be resolved by reference to historic, creedal,
orthodox Christianity. An excellent distillation of these views can be found in the Westminster
Confession of Faith.

Sovereignty of God: God sovereignly controls all that occurs in His creation and in His
church. His perfect plans and purposes always prevail; nothing can pervert, thwart, or prevent
them. God is omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent.

Inerrancy of Scripture: God’s written Word, the Bible, is free from error in its original
autographs, and is completely trustworthy. We believe the Bible is the infallible word of God in
its entirety, and His Truth is the final authority in all matters of faith and practice.

God’s Creation of the World and Man: The Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
alone has existed from eternity past and in His wisdom chose to create the universe from
nothing. God spoke and it came into existence. Humanity did not evolve from lower life but
was created by God. Man, male and female, was created with dignity in that he was made in
God’s image and was created in humility in that his purpose was, and still is, to glorify God and
to enjoy Him forever.

Fall of Mankind: All mankind participated in Adam’s fall from his original sinless state
and are thus lost in sin and totally depraved. Man cannot regain a sinless state through any
effort, action, or appeal to personal piety.

God’s Way of Dealing with Man: God has bound Himself to man by way of a covenant.
Initially, God committed Himself to give life to Adam upon the condition of his perfect
obedience. When Adam sinned, God made a new covenant. In this covenant, He bound Himself
to save a people for Himself. He also committed to keep the terms of the covenant on behalf of
man by the work of Jesus Christ. Therefore, the confidence and hope of believers are in God’s
covenantal faithfulness rather than in their own performance.

Jesus, Savior of Sinners: Jesus Christ is the unique Son of God and the only Savior of
the world. Fully God and fully man, He was born of a virgin and lived a sinless life. We believe
in His miracles and in His teachings. He alone secured our salvation by His substitutionary
atonement on the cross and by His righteous life imputed to us. Jesus rose bodily from the dead,
ascended to the right hand of the Father, and will come again in power and glory.

Justification by Faith Alone: Sinners are justified by faith alone. They do not deserve
salvation, and they cannot earn it. Justification is granted by God’s grace through faith in Jesus
Christ.
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Empowering Holy Spirit: Every true believer in Jesus Christ is indwelt and empowered
by the Holy Spirit, who enables believers to live a godly life and to perform good works. Truly
good works can only flow from saving faith.

Body of Christ. All believers are spiritually united in the Lord Jesus Christ, the Head of
the church. Every believer is a member of the body of Christ. The universal church is the means
by which God has elected to proclaim His kingdom to the world. Apart from this Body, there is
no hope for salvation.

Final Judgment and Resurrection: At the second coming of Christ, the saved and the
lost will be bodily resurrected and judged. The saved will be resurrected to eternal life, and the
lost will be resurrected to eternal condemnation.

1.2 Educational Philosophy

Since the Bible places primary responsibility for a child’s education upon parents, Omnia
Classical School exists to assist parents in fulfilling this responsibility. Omnia Classical School
employs a refined classical method informed by an orthodox and reformed Christian tradition to
teach students how to learn, to love learning, to reason precisely and logically, and to
communicate clearly and persuasively. Essential to the methods employed is our recognition that
God’s truth, as revealed in Scripture, is the core of all learning and knowledge. This truth unites
all disciplines and allows the traditional subject areas of education to be taught as an integrated
whole. The goal of education at Omnia Classical School is to prepare each student for a lifetime
of learning, living in submission to the principles of Scripture, knowing and loving God with his
mind as well as his heart, and utilizing his individual gifts for the glory of God.

Omnia Classical School distinguishes itself both from state schools and from other
private and Christian schools. In contrast to the approach of state schools, Omnia Classical
School both acknowledges and expects that children are their parents’ responsibility.
Particularly, the Bible instructs the father to bring up his child in the “training and instruction of
the Lord.” (Ephesians 6:4). Therefore, this school is designed to assist parents who wish to have
their children well educated from a Christian and Biblical perspective in all disciplines. In
contrast to other Christian schools, the classical model does not simply seek to create a Christian
environment by adding a class in Bible to what would otherwise be an acceptable curriculum at a
state operated school. Rather, the Biblical worldview is central to every aspect of a classical
Christian education.

Before the Biblical worldview can infuse the curriculum, it must be modeled in the
educational environment. The school must exist as a covenant community within itself before it
can truly be of assistance to the greater covenant community. All adults within the school,
including faculty, staff, and administration, must realize the necessity of caring for and
shepherding each other as well as the students entrusted to them. This means that in all matters
between the school personnel and students and amongst the personnel themselves, interactions
must be guided by Biblical principles. All of those associated with the school must respect the
dignity of others as beings created in the image of God who share the common trait of being
sinners in need of the redemptive power of Christ. Therefore, we must keep each other
accountable for our sins as prescribed in the Book of Matthew, 18:15-17, showing Christ’s love
to each other and seeking one another’s highest good.
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Once it is acknowledged that the educational community of the school is in fact a
covenant community under Christ, there must also be the common acknowledgment that God is
the source of all truth. This recognition provides common ground for all that is taught in the
school. Once this sole source of the substance of education is confessed, subjects can no longer
be taught in isolation. In a classical Christian curriculum, subjects are united in order to present
a more coherent picture of reality, allowing disciplines to overlap and intertwine as they actually
do. Nowhere is this reflected more than in the teaching of Latin. Despite its lack of evident
usefulness for day to day communication, the knowledge of Latin provides tools for learning in
all disciplines and is a common and unifying element of the Western cultural tradition to which
we belong.

Specifically, the classical method utilizes the Trivium, a three-part sequence to education
which coincides with the natural developmental stages of childhood. The sequence of the
Trivium includes a Grammar phase, a Logic phase, and a Rhetoric phase. The Grammar phase
encompasses the first years of education, usually from the Kindergarten through the fifth or sixth
grade, when children are good at and enjoy memorizing, particularly through rhyme and song.
Grammar, in the classical model, refers not only to the rules of language but to the rules and data
of all areas of learning. For example, the grammar of history would be the sequence and dates of
events, and the grammar of mathematics would be addition, subtraction, and multiplication
tables.

In the sixth grade year, a classically educated student begins to make the transition to the
Logic or Dialectic phase of his education. At this time, the student’s natural tendencies turn from
a propensity for memorization to an interest in argumentation. The Logic phase takes advantage
of the junior high student’s natural inquisitiveness and argumentativeness to teach the student
how the facts of the Grammar phase may be logically connected and analyzed. The ability to
discern good arguments from flawed ones is emphasized, and tools for determining the truth and
validity of assumed relationships are honed.

Finally, during the high school years, known as the Rhetoric stage, the classically trained
student is taught the art of effectively communicating the logical conclusions he has learned to
derive. The culmination of the Trivium is the mastery of rhetoric, or the ability to convey ideas
and conclusions in a coherent, persuasive, and winsome manner, through speaking and writing.

Ultimately, we seek to recognize and teach God’s complete sovereignty over the world,
individuals, and events. Because the success of our endeavors depends upon His guidance and
blessing, we believe prayer to be integral to all we do. For this reason, all participants of the
school community must commit to praying fervently for one another, the school, and God’s
direct and constant intervention. Only by God’s grace will this school be able to serve the
covenant community by imparting the heart and mind of Christ to each student while training
him to think with discernment, to communicate clearly, and to love the process of learning. Our
desire is to encourage in each individual a robust faith in Christ which inspires the pursuit and
defense of His truth, beauty, and goodness through all of life, for His glory and the advance of
His kingdom.
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1.3 Mission Statement

We aim to graduate young men and women who think clearly and listen carefully with
discernment and understanding, who reason persuasively and speak precisely, who are capable of
evaluating all human knowledge and experience in the light of the Scriptures, and who do so
with eagerness in joyful submission to God. We desire them to recognize cultural influences as
distinct from biblical and to be unswayed toward evil by the former. We aim to find them well
prepared in all situations, possessing both knowledge and the wisdom to know how to use it. We
desire they be socially graceful and spiritually gracious, that they be equipped with and
understand the tools of learning, and that they desire to grow in understanding, while fully
realizing the limitations and foolishness of the wisdom of this world. We desire that they have a
heart for the lost and the courage to seek to dissuade those who are stumbling towards
destruction. We desire that they learn to distinguish real religion from religion in form only, and
that they possess the former, knowing and loving the Lord Jesus Christ. And all these we desire
them to possess with humility and gratitude to God.

We likewise aim to cultivate these same qualities in our staff and to see them well paid so
that they may make a career at Omnia Classical School. We desire them to be professional and
diligent in their work, gifted in teaching, loving of their students, and loving of their subjects.
We desire that they clearly understand classical education, how it works in their classroom, and
how their work fits into the whole of a classical education. We desire that they possess a lifelong
hunger to learn and grow and that they have opportunities to be refreshed and renewed. We
desire to see them coach and nurture new staff and to serve as academic mentors to students. We
look to see them mature in Christ, growing in the knowledge of God, and their children walking
with the Lord.

We aim to cultivate in our parents a sense of responsibility for the school. We strive to see
them well informed about the goals of our classical and Christ-centered approach. We desire
them to grow with the school, involved in and excited about the journey. We aim to help them to
follow biblical principles in addressing concerns, to be inclined to the hearing of both sides of a
story before rendering a verdict, and to embrace the Scripture’s injunctions to encourage and stir
one another up to love and good works.

Finally, in our relationship with our community, we aim to be above reproach in our
business dealings and supportive of the local business community. We further seek to exemplify
the unity of the body of Christ, to develop greater fellowship and understanding with churches,
and to bring honor to our Lord in all our endeavors.
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1.4 Classical School Synopsis

Lost TooLs or L

EARNING CHART

The following material is drawn from the essay “The Lost Tools of Learning” by Dorothy Sayers. It illustrates the

applications of the Trivium (Grammar, Logic, Rhetoric) we use.
Beginning Grammar GRAMMAR LOGIC IRHETORIC (Poetic)
(Pre-Polly) (Poll-Parrot) (Pert)
Grades K-2 Grades 3-6 Grades 7-9 Grades 10-12

Approx. ages 4-8

[Approx. ages 9-11

Approx. ages 12-14

[Approx. ages 15-18

Student Characteristics:

Student Characteristics:

Student Characteristics:

Student Characteristics:

1. Obviously excited about
learning

2. Enjoys games, stories,
songs, projects

3. Short attention span

4. Wants to touch, taste, feel,
smell, see

5. Imaginative, creative

1. Excited about new,
interesting facts

2. Likes to explain, figure
out, talk

3. Wants to relate own
experiences to topic, or just
to tell a story

4. Likes collections,
organizing items

5. Likes chants, clever,
repetitious word sounds (e.g.
Dr. Seuss)

6. Easily memorizes

7. Can assimilate another
language well

1. Still excitable, but needs
challenges

2. Judges, critiques, debates,
critical

3. Likes to organize items,
others

4. Shows off knowledge

5. Wants to know "behind
the scenes" facts

6. Curious about Why? for
most things

7. Thinks, acts as though
more knowledgeable than
adults

1. Concerned with present
events, especially in own life
2. Interested in justice,
fairness

3. Moving toward special
interests, topics

4. Can take on
responsibility, independent
work

5. Can do synthesis

6. Desires to express
feelings, own ideas

7. Generally idealistic

3. Use lots of tactile items to
illustrate point

4. Sing, play games, chant,
recite, color, draw, paint,
build

5. Use body movements

6. Short, creative projects

7. Show and Tell, drama,
hear/read/tell stories

8. Field trips

2. Field trips, drama

3. Make collections,
displays, models

4. Integrate subjects through
labove means

5. Categorize, classify

6. Recitations,
memorizations, catechisms
7. Drills, games

8. Oral/written presentations|

2. Debates, persuasive
reports

3. Drama, reenactments,
role-playing

4. Evaluate, critique (with
guidelines)

5. Formal logic

6. Research projects

7. Oral/written presentations
8. Guest speakers, trips

Teaching Methods: Teaching Methods: Teaching Methods: Teaching Methods:
1. Guide discovering 1. Lots of hands-on work, |l. Time lines, charts, maps |l. Drama, oral presentations|
2. Explore, find things projects (visual materials) 2. Guide research in major

areas with goal of synthesis
of ideas

3. Many papers, speeches,
debates

4. Give responsibilities, e.g.
working with younger
students, organize activities
5. In-depth field trips, even
overnight

6. World view

discussion/written papers

1.5 In Loco Parentis Policy

To ensure that the school respects at all times the parents' ultimate authority in the
education of their children, all members of the Board, administration, faculty, and staff of Omnia
Classical School must remember that they operate only with delegated authority from parents,

standing in loco parentis.
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1.6 Why a ministry of Covenant Church?

Omnia Classical School honors the three God-given biblical institutions in the world: the
Church, marriage, and civil government. In this vein, the existence and mission of OCS flows
from the directives and accountability of the broader Church and its authorities. This ensures
that the principles, curriculum, philosophy, and actions of the school are fully reviewed,
corrected, and encouraged by the local and universal Church.
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Section 2: Corporate Structure

Omnia Classical School, Inc., is a private, non-profit § 501(c)(3) organization. The
school is located at 14611 Old Greensboro Road in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, a location that may be
changed at the discretion of the Board.

Board of Directors

Omnia Classical School is run by a Board of Directors. The five directors are currently
Tom Arnold, Bruce Brown, James Hopper (President), Gene Martin, and Clay Staggs. For the
2023-2024 school year, Mr. Martin will be stepping down and a representative of Covenant
Church will take his place.
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Section 3: Operational Policies and Procedures

3.1 Admissions Requirements and Procedures

Omnia Classical School uses an admissions procedure that resembles the application
process used in many other private schools and colleges. This procedure allows the school more
accurately to identify and admit students from families who have expressed convictions similar
to those upheld by the school regarding the education of their children.

The selection of the student body of the school is second only to staff selection in the
fulfillment of the school’s mission. Omnia Classical School seeks to foster a family-like
atmosphere that is due in great measure to the similarity of biblical convictions and principles
taught and lived out in many of the homes of our students. As the Lord blesses us with growth
and change, we want to do all we can to build and maintain that atmosphere.

The basic process for new applicants will be conducted according to the following schedule.

1. Beginning in February, applications and Parent and Student Handbooks will be available.
Applications and handbooks will be available at omniaclassical.org, and OCS will receive
completed applications with application fees and schedule interviews.

2. Applications received on or before March 31st will be scheduled for parent interviews
with the OCS Board and acted upon by May 31.

3. Notification of acceptance or denial will be given to each applicant (those receiving
notice of acceptance will also receive information to prepare for school).

4. After March 31st, applications will be considered as they are received and as space
permits.

Current students whose families desire that they continue to attend OCS should:

1. submit a Notice of Desire to Continue Enrollment stating the name of each current
student who is to remain enrolled at OCS and at least 1/4 of the amount of each student’s
registration fee by the end of February, and

2. submit at least 1/4 of the amount of each student’s registration fee per month thereafter
until the full amount of the published registration fee for the appropriate school year is
paid in full. All registration fees not submitted in full by May 31 will be automatically
increased by $50.00. Any student whose registration fee is not being paid at the required
rate is subject to having his or her enrollment at OCS terminated without refund of any
fees paid.

Priority for enrollment will be as follows: 1) current students, 2) siblings of current
students, 3) students of member families of Covenant Church, and 4) all other applicants. Omnia
Classical School will consider a student's academic achievements in the application process for
grade placement, but not as the primary qualification for acceptance. A child entering
kindergarten must have reached the age of four years by the start of the Fall semester in which he
or she would enter Omnia Classical School. A readiness screening may also be required. If a
child has successfully completed the previous school year and his or her schoolwork and
behavior compare favorably to the comparable grade at Omnia Classical School, the child will be
placed in the grade for which he is applying. However, if there is evidence to show that the child
may not be adequately prepared for the next sequential grade level, with the parents' consent, he

Omnia Classical School Parent and Student Handbook, 2023-2024
11 of 40



or she may repeat the previous grade. Similarly, grade level advancement (skipping one or more
grade level(s)) will be a decision based on academic performance and social and emotional
development. Such advancement, though, will be considered only at the request of the parent.

Omnia Classical School is a discipleship based educational program and therefore both
parents (or the one parent in a single parent home) should have a clear understanding of the
biblical philosophy and purpose of Omnia Classical School. This understanding includes a
willingness to have their child exposed to the clear teaching (not forced indoctrination) of the
school's Statement of Faith in various and frequent ways within the school's program. The
parents should be willing to cooperate with and adhere to all the written policies of Omnia
Classical School. This is most important in the areas of discipline and schoolwork standards and
requires active communication with a student’s teachers and the administration. A child should
understand that his parents have delegated authority to the school in accordance with their
convictions regarding the teaching of their child, and that the child is, therefore, subject to the
instruction and discipline of the teachers and administration in their prescribed roles at Omnia
Classical School.

Omnia Classical School does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, or national and
ethnic origin in admissions or the administration of its educational policies. Omnia Classical
School is a ministry of Covenant Church and, as such, will look to biblical standards to
determine what is acceptable within the school.

A completed application should be returned with the appropriate application fee to:
Omnia Classical School

Attention: Admissions

14611 Old Greensboro Road

Tuscaloosa, AL 35405

If accepted, a child’s parents will receive an Acceptance Letter and required paperwork.
In order for a child’s admission to be final, Omnia Classical must have received all of the
following items:

e Completed Application Packet

Application Fee
Signed Payment Agreement
Transfer of Records Release
Copy of Child’s Birth Certificate
Current Certificate of Immunization (showing the child’s immunizations to be up to date)
(also known as a Blue Card in Alabama), Certificate of Medical Exemption, or
Certificate of Religious Exemption
e Student Information Sheet
Records from the child’s previous school
e Completed Church School Attendance Form

A student’s place in his or her class is not secured until all documents have been received,
all fees are current, and the student's admission is final.

Application and Registration Fees: Parents are required to pay an Application Fee when
making application for each student to Omnia Classical School and a similar Registration Fee
each succeeding year when the parents indicate the intent to continue the student’s enrollment at
the school.
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When an Application or Notice of Desire to Continue Enrollment is submitted after the
February preceding the academic year for which it is made, it must be accompanied by either the
full amount of the fee(s) due or a minimum of $75 per child. Once an initial $75 per child is
submitted, $75 per child (or the remaining part of the fee if less than $75) will be due each
following month until the entire fee is paid in full. A student’s place in his or her class is not
secured unless his admission is final or a Notice has been filed with the school and the
accompanying fees are paid or the installment payments are current.

Parents should be aware that if Application and Registration Fees are not paid in full by
May 31, an additional $50 will be added to the fee due. That is, if an Admission or Registration
Fee for a first child is not paid by May 31, the $260 fee will be increased to $310. Similarly, if
an Admission or Registration Fee for the second child is not submitted by May 31, the $208 fee
will be increased to $258. Application fees for new students who apply after May 31 will be the
same as registration fees for continuing students whose fees were not paid in full by May 31.

Note: Parents of admitted students are required to attend the Family Orientation held at the
school during an evening in late July or early August. Written notice of the date, time, and
location of the Family Orientation will be provided.

3.2 Part-time Attendance

Students generally will be considered for part-time attendance only if applying to a
Kindergarten class or to an Upper School Class. Students will not be admitted to part-time
attendance in the Grammar School absent special circumstances.

3.3 Withdrawal from School

If a parent wishes to withdraw a student from the school during the school year, the
following procedures should be used.

1. The Dean of Administration should be informed of the fact of the withdrawal and the
date of the withdrawal before any other students or parents are so informed. Depending upon the
attendant circumstances, the Dean of Agape will then determine an appropriate time for the
student to inform his peers of his withdrawal, if the student wishes to do so.

2. The Dean of Agape will schedule a meeting between the parents and the board as soon
as is mutually convenient for both the parents and the board.

3. The student will be allowed to take any consumable materials, which were purchased
via the annual consumables fee, with him upon withdrawal. However, the student and parents
should consult with the Dean of Curriculum before removing any materials from the school in
order to ensure that only those purchased consumables are being removed.

When withdrawing a student, parents should pay particular attention to the provisions of
Section 3.15 with regard to the payment of tuition and fees due to the school for the school year.
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3.4 Attendance

Omnia Classical School expects students to be present each day school is in session. The
school calendar is provided to aid in the planning of family activities and various personal
appointments. Attendance will be recorded daily and documented on students' report cards.

Short-Term Absences: 1f a student needs to be absent from school for one to two days, for any
reason, the parents should contact all of the student's teachers as soon as possible. [t is the
responsibility of the student and parents to contact teachers and find out what work was missed
during an absence and to arrange for the student to make-up class work and tests. Work should
be made up within two days' time for every day missed. For example, if a student is out for two
days, upon his return he will have four days to make up the work missed.

Long-Term Absences: 1f a student needs to be absent for three or more consecutive days, the
parents should notify all of the student’s teachers in writing. This will permit the teachers to
compile the necessary school work which the student would otherwise miss. Notification should
be made as soon as possible to limit the amount of missed schoolwork.

Extended Absences: We will gladly cooperate with families taking their children from school for
vacations, etc. However, when extended absences are voluntary (versus emergency or illness),
we expect that schoolwork which can be made-up to be completed prior to or during the absence.
Parents should consult the teacher to make arrangements for making up work prior to the
absence but should understand that the teacher may not be able to determine the exact work that
will need to be done until right before the absence. Additionally, parents should understand that
it will not be possible to make up all of the work missed during the student’s absence, since so
much of it is interactive work done in the classroom. For that work that can be made up, it is the
responsibility of the student and parent to complete and submit the work or to arrange for
make-up tests.

Excessive Absences: A single incident of absence lasting more than ten days or five separate
incidents of absence per semester will be considered excessive and will require the attention of
the Board of Directors.

Early Dismissal: 1t is preferable that doctor's appointments, dental visits, etc., be scheduled after
school hours. When this is not possible, the parent or authorized adult picking up their student
must come into the school to sign the student out of class and personally pick up the student. No
student may leave the school without following this procedure. Students excused for a medical
or dental appointment are expected to return to school at the end of the appointment and are to be
taken directly to school personnel by the parent or an authorized adult.

Authorization of Student Release: Students will be released to a parent-authorized person only.
Please send written confirmation when your child is to be released to someone other than those
named on his or her student information form. Regarding divorced parents and custody
relationships, the school must have copies of relevant court orders, including all modifications,
on file. A wvalid court order is required to prevent a non-custodial parent from picking up his
child or visiting his child on the premises. A written statement by the custodial parent is not
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adequate proof to restrict rights in such cases. All materials from the school will be delivered to
the custodial parent.

Early Arrival: Students should not arrive at school before 7:30 a.m. unless previous
arrangements have been made. Supervision will be provided for students arriving between 7:30
a.m. and 8:00 a.m. All students should take their books and supplies to their first classroom of
the day immediately upon arriving on campus. Thereafter, their first teacher of the day will
direct them in beginning the school day.

Late Pickup: Students should be picked up from school between 3:30 p.m and 3:40 p.m. Parents
arriving after 3:40 p.m., according to the school clock, will be charged for after school care.
Payment will be required at the time that the student is picked up from school, unless the student
has a school credit. In the event that payment cannot be made immediately, parents will be billed
by the school for the amount due and an additional $10.00 billing fee.

After School Care: After school care may be available. Please inquire for information about
registration, available times, and costs for the school year. For special circumstances on a
particular day, parents should alert the school as soon as possible if after school care is needed
and see what arrangements can be made.

3.5 Tardies

Any student who is not present at school and with his class by 7:55 a.m. will be
considered tardy. Any student who arrives after 7:55 a.m. should be brought directly to his class
in progress quickly and quietly. The parent must make sure that the student's teacher or another
school employee is made aware of the student's presence.

Frequent tardiness demonstrates a lack of discipline and respect and is inconsistent with
our mission. Therefore, we encourage parents to give serious attention to being punctual.
Parents should be aware that any work missed on account of tardiness, including participation in
morning meeting, must be made up during snack or lunch or after school, the time of which will
be determined by the teacher whose class was missed. Additionally, parents whose student(s) are
tardy more than 5 times in any month will be required to attend the next regularly scheduled
OCS School Board meeting to apprise the school board of the parents’ plan to improve their
student’s timely attendance.

Please Note: Please make arrangements to leave your home earlier on rainy days as travel may
take longer on those mornings.

3.6 Schedule

A copy of the school calendar is available at omniaclassical.org and on the last page of
this handbook.

Omnia Classical School Parent and Student Handbook, 2023-2024
15 of 40



3.7 School Day

Drop Off 7:30 a.m.-7:55 a.m
School Begins 8:00 a.m.

Snack 10:00 a.m.-10:20 a.m.
Lunch 12:20 p.m.-1:00 p.m.
School Ends 3:30 p.m.

Pickup 3:30-3:40 p.m.

3.8 Lunch /Snack

Students must bring their own snacks and lunches, including drinks (clear or
light-colored). Each class will have a short break for morning snacks to be held sometime
around 10:00 a.m. and a longer break for lunch around 12:20 p.m. There will be no afternoon
snack time.

Students will be given time to eat and play outside (unless extreme heat or cold or
inclement weather prevents such). The administration has the discretion to determine when such
circumstances prevent outdoor time and when they do not. Any parent who objects to a child
going outside on a particular day should be prepared to provide indoor supervision for the child.
If a child is too ill to go outdoors, the parent may want to consider whether the child may be too
ill to attend school at all.

3.9 Medical

Immunizations: An up-to-date Certificate of Immunization with a physician’s signature is
required for each student before the first day of school. In the event that a child has not been
immunized, a Certificate of Medical Exemption from a licensed physician or a Certificate of
Religious Exemption from the Alabama Department of Public Health will be accepted in lieu of
a Certificate of Immunization.

Contagious Illnesses: The school informs parents immediately of all major outbreaks of
diseases. A child who shows symptoms of a communicable disease, e.g., pink eye or head lice,
must remain absent from school until the child’s condition is acceptable to the school or the
parent brings a note signed by a physician.

Children with lice will be sent home and must be treated to kill and remove all live lice
and nits. A child sent home with lice will only be allowed to return to school once he/she has
been re-checked and cleared by school staff. The parent/guardian bringing the child to school
may not leave the child until the re-check and clearing have been completed by school staff.

Fever/Vomiting/Diarrhea: Students with a fever of 100° or higher are sent home from school
and are to remain at home until they are fever-free for 24 hours. Additionally, students who are
vomiting or who have diarrhea should not come to school until all symptoms have been gone for
24 hours.

Administering Medication: 1If a child is on a prescribed medication which must or may be
administered at school, the medication must be in the original pharmacy container and be labeled
by the pharmacist. All medications are to be delivered to the school administrator clearly labeled
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with the student’s name, type of medicine, and the specific instructions for administering them.
These medications will be kept by the office and issued to students as prescribed.

Parents are also asked to indicate on the Student Information Sheet whether the school
may provide over-the-counter medications, such as acetaminophen, ibuprofen, and antacids, to
their student(s) and whether the school staff should do so at their own discretion or only after
receiving permission from the parent.

All medications administered, whether prescription or over-the-counter, will be recorded
with the date, time, medication, dosage, and reason for administration in the school’s medication
log.

Chronic Conditions: Emergency action plans must be on file in the office and with the
classroom teacher for all students with the following medical conditions:

asthma or respiratory distress syndrome,

food allergies,

allergic reactions to insect stings,

diabetes or epilepsy, or

any other conditions that may require emergency medical attention.

RARER il

3.10 Emergencies

For use in cases of emergency, every family must provide home, office, and mobile
telephone numbers for both parents and for emergency contact persons who may assume
authority if neither parent can be located. Please advise the school staff immediately in writing
of any changes in these phone numbers.

In the event that a parent needs to get an urgent or time-sensitive message to a student or
teacher during the school day, the parent should text the student’s teachers and the administrator.

3.11 Communication Devices

Cell phones, pagers, CD/DVD players, video game consoles/handhelds, tablets, smart
watches, and any other such communication devices may not be used at school during school
hours except as allowed by the school’s Acceptable Use of Technology policy in Section 4.8 of
this handbook. Any student who must bring such a device to school for use after school hours
may and should store the device in a bag, pocket, or with a teacher during class hours.
Additionally, no student should wear any form of headphones, wired or bluetooth, during class,
except with explicit teacher permission. Any device or accessory thereto that is found being
used by a student in class without permission will be confiscated and only released to a parent or
guardian.

3.12 Inclement Weather

In the event of inclement weather, school closings will be posted at Omniaclassical.org
and a text and email message will be sent to the OCS Families list via remind.com. Families are
required to sign up for the remind.com service and should make sure that the school has a correct
email address. Individual texts and emails will not be sent to those who do not to sign up with
remind or give a current email address to the school. Additionally, individual inquiries about
school closings or the possibility thereof will only be responded to via school-wide text or email.
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3.13 Emergency Drills

Drills to prepare the faculty, staff, and students for fires, inclement weather, and other
types of emergencies will be held periodically and recorded in the school’s log of emergency
drills.

3.14 Telephone Use / Parent Message

During school hours there will be a person or machine available to receive telephone calls
and take messages for students or teachers. Parents who wish to send a message to a teacher
may send a text to the teacher's personal phone but should not necessarily expect a reply.
Someone will also be available to place any necessary telephone calls to parents. Students may
not use the school telephone without permission from a staff member.

In the event that a parent needs to get an urgent or time-sensitive message to a student or
teacher during the school day, the parent should text the student’s teachers and the administrator.

3.15 Tuition / Payment / Late Fees

Students must register for the entire year at Omnia Classical School, and the student’s
parent or guardian will become liable for the entire year’s tuition on August 1, preceding the
academic year. To pay tuition, families may:

1. pay the annual tuition in whole on or before August 10.
2. pay the annual tuition in installments throughout the school year, provided that a minimum of
1/12 of the tuition amount has been paid per month of the school year which has passed.

Cancellation: All prepaid tuition is non-refundable and non-transferable regardless of the
circumstances surrounding the cancellation of the student’s registration. Any “unused funds”
will be calculated and acknowledged with a gift receipt to the donor.

Late Payments: A late fee of $50.00 will be assessed for all payments not received by Omnia
Classical School by the 10th of the month or any other due date published by the school. Omnia
Classical School reserves the right to suspend or expel students for delinquent payments.

Withholding of Records: No records, such as report cards, will be issued to students whose
accounts are in arrears. Neither will records be forwarded to other schools while a student's
account is in arrears.

Tuition Rates: Tuition rates are posted on the school's website and on the next to last page of
this handbook.

Financial Aid: Each family that cannot afford full tuition must complete a new application for
aid each spring. The application should be completed with the family’s Notice of Desire to
Continue Enrollment, since a student’s enrollment is not complete until there is an agreement
between the family and the school board regarding the amount of tuition to be paid during that
school year. Families requesting financial aid should be aware that OCS will not remit 100% of
tuition, absent extraordinary hardship demonstrated to the board.
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3.16 Refunds

Omnia Classical is not obligated to issue refunds for Application and Registration Fees
submitted to the school, regardless of whether a student ultimately attends the school.

Similarly, as noted previously in Section 3.15 of this handbook, Omnia Classical School
is not obligated to issue refunds of any amounts of tuition paid to the school. Since, like tuition,
all fees to the school become due and payable on August 1 for the entire school year, no other
funds paid to the school are required to be refunded either.

If a student is withdrawn from OCS, parents may request that “unused funds” be
calculated and acknowledged with a gift receipt to the donor.

Any requests for deviations from this policy must be addressed to the school board and
will be considered only under extreme circumstances and as school’s funds allow.

3.17 Communication with the Board; Disputes and Grievances

Any dispute between a parent and the school or among school personnel should be
handled in accordance with the procedures set out in Matthew 18. Specifically, this means that
those parties to the dispute should meet together, at a scheduled and private appointment time, to
calmly discuss their differences and to see if those differences can be resolved. If such resolution
cannot be achieved, the parties to the dispute should schedule another meeting to discuss their
differences at which the Administrator or the Parent Liaison to the Board can be present. If a
resolution 1is still not achieved, a grievance may be submitted to the Board of Directors to be
decided in its sole discretion.

Any parent desiring to speak with the school board is encouraged to attend the board's
monthly meeting and to speak with the board during the Parent Time which is scheduled at the
beginning of each monthly meeting.

In th